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Public policy today is increasingly

informed by science. Decisions 

related to issues such as climate 

change, the spread of infectious 

disease, energy, and innovation 

benefit from a sound understanding 

of the science behind them.1 

Exhibit at the Canadian Science and Technology Museum, 

Ottawa 

It's there - in the Giniigaaniimenaaning stained glass window in Centre 

Block,2 in the rush with the puck down centre ice,3 in the fabrics we wear 

to keep out the winter chit� 4 and in the rapid response protocols to 

natural disasters. Science contributes much to what we experience, and is 

essential for our future health, well-being, prosperity and growth. 

WHAT IS SCIENCE? 

Science is a way of answering questions about our natural world. Using the 

scientific method, scientists seek to answer those questions by collecting data and 

evidence gathered through experimentation. Science generates knowledge, helps us 

solve problems and investigate issues. As Henri Poincare said, "Science is built up of 

facts as a house is built up of stones - but an accumulation of facts is no more a 

science than a heap of stones is a house'. It is through critical thinking and analysis 

that we can arrive at rational, reliable conclusions in order to move forward. 

Science strengthens Canada - even helping to define its borders - and advances 

those values Canadians hold dear.s 

WHY SCIENCE MATTERS 

TO HEALTH CARE 

Canadians are proud of their health care 

system and cite it as one of this 

country's defining characteristics.6 7 

Scientific research forms the backbone 

of that system. 

In the past century, advances in 

nutrition, public health and medicine 

have helped raise the life expectancy 

in Canada from roughly 60 to more 

than 80 years today. The knowledge 

from basic science flows into medical 

advances. For example, the discovery 

of the structure of DNA led to such 

innovations as fertility treatments and 

new tools to study diseases and new 

ways to treat them. 

� INFEcr,ou 
...... �.. S INFEcr:1ru .... ...,,. �"' .,. C, :x 

"" . ';� °" ��
·�

Watch a video about the Level 4 

Containment Lab in Winnipeg from Daily 

Planet on Discovery Channel Canada 

Day to day, our health is protected by a wide range of regulations - from food 

labeling to industrial pollution controls. such as: 

• Regulating the use of asbestos

• Regulating the safety of children's playpens

• Regulating the flammability of textiles and furniture fabrics

, Regulating the use of pest control products.

\ 

http://www.discovery.ca/video?vid=1031349
http://www.scienceadvice.ca/en/assessments/completed/science-culture.aspx
http://www.nisenet.org/sites/default/files/catalog/uploads/2474/stainedglasscart_classpresentation_jan10.ppt.pdf
https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/content/slap-shot-science
http://www.sciencereview.ca/eic/site/059.nsf/eng/home
http://www.queensu.ca/cora/_files/MendelsohnEnglish.pdf
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-652-x/89-652-x2015005-eng.htm
https://www.innovation.ca/story/futuristic-textiles


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QA4F_uZKa58
http://www.ec.gc.ca/cas-aqhi/default.asp?lang=En&n=CB0ADB16-1
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/id-mi/vsv-ebov-fs-eng.php
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/49525.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/cbc-ekos-poll-energy-economy-country-conflicted-1.3483312
http://www.environicsinstitute.org/uploads/institute-projects/pdf-focuscanada2010.pdf
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-652-x/89-652-x2015005-eng.htm
http://meopar.ca/news/entry/fenech-pei-legislature
http://meopar.ca/research/project/whale-whales-habitat-and-listening-experiment
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228459999_Geohazard_management_trends_in_the_onshore_pipeline_industry
http://www.ec.gc.ca/rnspa-naps/Default.asp?lang=En&n=5C0D33CF-1


http://www.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/eng/solutions/advisory/codes_centre/technical_changes_2015.html
http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/
http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/sites/www.nrcan.gc.ca/files/files/pdf/10_key_facts_nrcan_2016_e.pdf
http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/sites/www.nrcan.gc.ca/files/files/pdf/10_key_facts_nrcan_2016_e.pdf
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/nunavut-renewable-energy-possible-1.3610340
http://www.sfmcanada.org/en/forest-products/canada-s-forest-sector
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Prizes-Prix/Synergy-Synergie/Profiles-Profils/Miller-Irving_eng.asp


http://www.scienceadvice.ca/en/assessments/completed/science-culture.aspx
http://bcic.ca/news/media-releases/new-agreements-to-accelerate-growth-of-b-c-tech-startups/
https://torontoglobal.ca/A-Diverse-Economy/Life-sciences
http://www.nesta.org.uk/sites/default/files/creative_economy_employment_in_the_us_canada_and_uk.pdf
https://www.ieee.ca/millennium/computer_animation/animation_honoured.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hY8jpD8zU4Y
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/physics/laureates/2015/press.html
http://nricaribou.cc.umanitoba.ca/sahturesearch/
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol21/iss2/art18/
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